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The most important contribution of this monograph lies in the discussion
of the hyperkinetic disorders. The importance of the psychosomatic viewpoint
and the need for a "perspective of the composite picture" are noted. The
hyperkinetic diseases, including hypertension, Graves' disease (as well as its
larval form, neurocirculatory asthenia), peptic ulcer, ulcerative colitis,
cardiospasm, manic depressive psychosis, and paranoia are the "result of the
impact of environmental influence upon a constitutional background" and repre-
sent an exaggeration of the normal function of these organ systems.
The essay on Graves' syndrome and its relation to neurocirculatory asthenia
is well worth reading. Case histories adequately document the importance of
criteria other than the basal metabolic rate in making the diagnosis of Graves'
disease. -R. E. COOKE
ZINSSER'S TEXTBOOK OF BACTERIOLOGY. By David T. Smith and
D. S. Martin. Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc.,NewYork, 1948 (9th ed.).
xl + 992 pp. $10.
To one who has used Hiss and Zinsser's Textbook from the first edition back
in 1910 through successive editions, it seems absurd to attempt a review of the
present 9th edition. Suffice it to say that the high standard set by Hiss and
Zinsser and followed by Bayne-Jones, and now adopted by Smith and Martin
and their associates is maintained and this text may well represent the most
desirable text on bacteriology for general use available at the present time.
-GEO. H. SMITH
BIOLOGY FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS. By C. C. Hentschel and W. R.
Ivimey Cook. Longmans, Green and Co., New York, 1947. xii +
752 pp. $7.
This text, a favorite with British medical students preparing in Biology for
the medical qualifying examinations, appears in a new and extensively revised
edition. The additions and alterations to the text are such as to increase further
its usefulness in preparation for examinations designed to sample the students'
ability to define terms, for as a source book of the facts so frequently required
in examination it can have few rivals. But there are those who will ask as they
thumb the 752 pages of this book, Is the ability to define terms all that is to
be acquired in Biology training; or is there no place for the development of
perspective in preparation for medicine? The questioners will doubtless urge
that man is the central figure in Biology for the medical student-not the
frog nor the flowering plant. They will seek a text that presents the basic concepts
of biology as the framework in which the facts acquired in later periods may
be woven as collected, to provide man an appreciation of dependence upon
other living things in his struggle to control himself and his environment. For
them' this book will provide the data to illustrate the broader view.
-D. H. BARRON